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Call to worship
The prophet Isaiah calls to us from the past to imagine the future when God’s reign will be fully realised and recognised throughout creation. When that time comes, God “shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plough-shares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:4).
Today, we choose to live in hope, 
believing that the time of God’s reign has come 
and is coming among us.

STF 706: Longing for Light
Longing for light, we wait in darkness
Longing for truth, we turn to you. Make us your 
own, Your holy people, Light for the world to see.
[bookmark: _Hlk118194430]Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts,
Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light!
Shine in your Church gathered today.
Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair. Your word alone 
has power to save us. Make us your living voice.
Christ, be our light!....
Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst. Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed.
Christ, be our light!....
Longing for shelter, many are homeless
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone.
Christ, be our light!....
Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts 
that yearn to belong. Let us be servants 
to one another, making your kingdom come. 
Christ, be our light!....
 Bernadette Farrell 
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Let us pray
God of hope, no matter what may happen around us, you remain the same. Today as we turn the focus of our worship towards the coming of your Son, ignite in our hearts new hope for ourselves and for this world. 
Where there is fear, we pray “Come, Lord Jesus”
Where there is conflict, we pray “Come, Lord Jesus”
Where there is doubt, we pray “Come, Lord Jesus”
Where there is loneliness, we pray “Come Lord Jesus” 
Lord, we confess our need of you. 
Come to us now and bring your light, 
your forgiveness, and your hope to us. 
Remind us that you are coming to be with us and to save us. Assure us that you are already here.  
In you alone do we place our hope. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Read: Isaiah 2 verses 1-5
In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it... 
Read: Romans 13 verses 11-14
And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. 
So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.
Read: Matthew 24 verses 36-44
But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father… Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come…....be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.
Reflection
When I first started preaching there were Sundays I preferred not to speak, and, surprisingly, this was one of them. The readings, especially the gospel one can feel weighty on our shoulders and the message they bring of uncertain times ahead can be hard to hear. Yes, the theme of HOPE is there, but I guess what I hoped for was certainty. The readings were a reminder to me that we live in uncertain times (maybe even more so, in today’s world) and that in times such as these it is easy to lose sight of hope. 
Today’s readings remind us that we are not alone in living in times of uncertainty. In the time of Isaiah there was uncertainty as kingdoms rose and fell. In the time of Jesus there was uncertainty, and even in Rome, the centre of the then world, Paul saw an uncertain future for the people of the church established there, unless (and this is such an important word here) they woke up to what was really happening. Maybe in his words there is a timely reminder for us as well.
Paul tells the young church there to “wake up.” 
There is a sense of urgency in Paul’s call, which we so often attribute to the early church’s expectation that Christ would soon return, so maybe we have become accustomed to reading these verses with them in mind. 
While this may have been a part of his urgency, maybe he was also looking into the hearts of individuals who were struggling to keep true to the faith they had confessed, as the darkness crowded in around them.
For us too there is the question of whether we have become complacent in our own lives. Many of things in Paul’s list may not seem to apply to us, but maybe there are other things we need to wake up to. Habits we have “got into” which would not standup as good in the light of Christ, or mantras we have chosen to live by, which bring darkness or denial into our lives.
Paul’s first call to us is to wake up to these things. His second is to put on the “Armour of Light.”  As I look at this phrase I ask “What is this armour that Paul speaks of and how do we put it on?”
Most of us will be familiar with the analogy of Jesus as the Light of the World. This light comes to reveal our need but also brings hope – the hope of a better world and a future with Christ; a future with him today and also when he comes again. Both these hopes have been cemented into our expectations through Jesus’ death and resurrection – showing he has divine power to overcome any darkness in us and one day in our whole world – so we trust in His promise to come again. 
Paul suggests that, as we wait, we still need to clothe ourselves in Jesus in the here and now – which makes us ask if that means He, (or alternatively his gift of the Holy Spirit) is the “Armour of Light?” And if so, what does it mean for us to clothe ourselves in them? 
In the ancient world ordinary people, going about their everyday business, would not have worn armour. Such dress was reserved for those going into battle. To choose to put it on was to choose to be brave, get ready to fight, and to acknowledge the battle ahead.
I imagine the “Armour of Light” not only protecting the wearer, but also shining out into the world around them, dazzling everyone with its brightness. Here the armour does more than just reflect light, for it is the very source of that light – the light of hope itself.
Put on this “Armour of Light” says Paul. What will this do for each of us we ask? Maybe it will:
· Allow His light to blot out any darkness in you
· Show how His light can transform you
· Give you courage and renew your hope 
· Assure you and enable you to trust in Jesus, for no darkness will ever overcome his light.
We are called to live as people of the light, in the light.
In choosing to clothe ourselves in Jesus Christ, we choose to be ready to counter the darkness that surrounds us with His light. We also choose to be carriers of hope – the hope we have in Him through his promises, which are our anchor in these uncertain times. Promises of grace, forgiveness, and hope.
In your own way, will you choose to put on the Armour of Light today (after all, there is no reason to delay)?
Will you choose to make his light your own, by clothing yourself in Jesus? And will you do all you can to bring His hope (his light) - rather than your uncertainty - to the world around you, in Jesus’ name? 
My hope is that you will say you will, and so be ready for when he, our Lord, comes again.
We Sing: This little light of mine
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
Out in the darkest night, I'm gonna let it shine….
Deep down in my soul, I'm gonna let it shine….

Source: Hymns and Devotions for Daily Worship 
(African American Edition) 
Intercessions
(where we pray for ourselves and others)
Let us pray for the church across the world, 
that we may all shine with the light of Christ, 
and be obedient to his commands above all others. 
We pray for those who are persecuted because they have chosen to follow Christ, and for those who need to wake up and live as if the day of his return is near.
In your mercy – Come Lord Jesus, come.
We pray for our world in its brokenness and need, lifting to God our loving Father all the stories from the news that reflect the darkness we see around us.
· Where there is war, we long for peace
· Where there is injustice, we long for restoration
· Where there is hurt and pain, we long for healing
In your mercy - Come, Lord Jesus, come.
We pray for journalists and all those who seek to keep us connected with the things that are happening in our world. May they show discernment and integrity in their reporting and resist the temptation to sensationalize the stories they share, good and bad. 
In your mercy - Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Finally, we pray for ourselves, those we love, and those on our prayer lists. We pray, for healing and hope, for courage, strength, grace, and peace for each, according to their need. We ask for God’s blessing on each person we name as we place them in Jesus’ care.
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen
Our final hymn reminds us that Christ has promised to come again – and this is our greatest hope….
STF 185: Sing we the King 
Sing we the King who is coming to reign;
Glory to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain!
Life and salvation His empire shall bring,
Joy to the nations when Jesus is King: 
[bookmark: _Hlk212732335]Come let us sing: Praise to our King,
Jesus our King, Jesus our King:
This is our song, who to Jesus belong:
Glory to Jesus, to Jesus our King.
All shall be well in His kingdom of peace;
Freedom shall flourish and wisdom increase;
Justice and truth from His sceptre shall spring;
[bookmark: _Hlk212732360]Wrong shall be ended when Jesus is King:          
Souls shall be saved from the burden of sin;
Doubt shall not darken His witness within;
Hell has no terrors, and death has no sting;
Love is victorious when Jesus is King:
Kingdom of Christ, for Your coming we pray;
Hasten, O Father, the dawn of the day
When this new song Your creation shall sing:
Satan is vanquished, and Jesus is King:
Charles Silvester Horne (1865-1914)
Blessing
The day of the Lord is surely coming. 
Be unwavering in hope, and faithful in the work of God’s kingdom, as you prepare your hearts and souls to meet him when he comes in glory. 
And may the blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be yours, now and always. Amen.
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